
Dear Branch Secretary,

 I am seeking your branch’s nomination for General Secretary of UNISON. Local

government workers have always held our society together, but are often unrecognised,

underpaid and undervalued.

You, and so many UNISON members working across the UK, continued looking after our

children, the elderly and the vulnerable and keeping our streets clean and safe

throughout the coronavirus pandemic.  

Your dedication, your commitment, your sense of duty in carrying on to help those who

needed help the most, often at great personal risk, has undoubtedly saved many lives. 

 You are the frontline not just in these traumatic times, but every day and you deserve a

better deal.  I assure you, I will fight for that better deal.  I will not let you down.

Across our four nations, local government has
endured 10 years of hard austerity. Coupled
with Covid-19 costs, this leaves huge funding
gaps running into billions of pounds.

Frontline workers should not have to pay the
price for Covid-19. I will be demanding a new
deal for public services and public service
workers.

I launched UNISON’s Care after Covid campaign. The
care workforce is fragmented and spread across
thousands of public and private employers. We have
a moral imperative to make organising care workers
a top priority.
I will fight for a new Social Care Service that reflects
the differences across the U.K and delivers a cradle to
grave universal service to look after you and your
family. But that also respects and recognises the care
profession with decent pay, terms and conditions,
and career progression.

UNISON Local Government workers hold our

society together.

VOTE



Schools now make up between a third and a half of members in their branches and it is vital that we

continue to campaign for safe school environments. School and college staff have been overlooked as

the focus is often directed to heads and teachers. Jobs have been cut and remaining staff are overworked

and undergraded. I believe our members deserve recognition, career development and full year

contracts. 

Social workers have played a vital role during the crisis. As we uncover some of the hidden problems that

have occurred in homes as we come out of lockdown their role will be crucial. Social workers will be

backed all the way by UNISON as we anticipate that workloads will become even more intense. 

Covid-19 highlighted the strength of local decision-making. This has been obvious in the devolved nations,

but is important in English regions too – where devolution has been patchy and bureaucratic. I will fight for

genuine devolution where communities and workers are engaged in decision-making for their local

communities. Including greater local control of public health decisions on lockdown measures as a result

of local Covid-19 outbreaks. Government uses blunt instruments and doesn’t understand the needs of, or

the impact on local communities. I want to see needs based local decisions.

In my role as Assistant General Secretary for Bargaining, Negotiations and Equalities I am supporting the

local government service group executive as it fights to defend pay, jobs and services under threat from

the financial impact of the Covid-19 crisis and to secure funding for local services.I want to build on the

Local Services Champion campaign and the recently launched ‘Fighting for a Better Future’ Campaign in

Scotland to ensure that these staff are recognised and rewarded for keeping communities safe, families

supported and children educated.

I have fully supported industrial action taken by our branches across the country as local government and

care workers defend their jobs and terms and conditions. Just like these branches showed the strength of

local organising, I believe our future in UNISON is in our branches. From day one I will make sure

branches are funded and resourced to support every member. Local organisers to help lift the load for

branches and regional staff to sort out facility time will give our branches the immediate support they

need.

Whether you work in an office in a local Council, in a local school, or if you spend your time in the

community caring for residents or keeping streets clean and communities safe, you can trust in my

experience and proven track record to lead in partnership with you.

Yours in solidarity,

VOTE

www.votechristina.org


